Lesson 3.3 Wegener’s Bold Hypothesis

The Earth is about 4500 million years old.

Wegener’s theory said that:-

· The Earth’s crust was in big sections called plates

· The plates were moving very slowly

· Millions of years ago the continents were all joined in a supercontinent called Pangaea

· Different continents must have had similar climates at the same time because the continents were close together

Evidence for Wegener’s Theory

· The continents seemed to fit together

· Similar fossils and rock structures could be found on different continents

Wegener’s Theory accounts for mountain-building because two plates moving together could crumple the rocks up into mountains.

