Lesson 3.2 The Story in the Rocks

Rocks can help us to work out how old the Earth is. The structure of the rocks can help us to work out which ones are oldest and which ones are younger. 

Fossils can help us to date rocks – two rocks containing the same fossils are likely to be about the same age.

James Hutton noticed that:-

· Older rocks had been recycled 

· Layers in rock could tell you about the ages of the rocks

· The processes must have taken a very long time

Sedimentation is where sediment is laid down on the ocean floor. Bigger stones sink first and make the bottom layers, finer sediment gets carried further out to sea. Sedimentation can happen as slowly as 1mm per thousand years far out to sea, or as quickly as a metre in a few minutes.

