Habitats

The type of place where an organism normally lives is called its habitat.

The collection of plants and animals in the habitat is called a community.

Together, the habitat and the community make the ecosystem.

Adaptation

Different plants and animals are adapted to their habitat.

Examples:-

· Long beaks,

· Thin leaves

· Breathe underwater

Changes in Environment

Daily changes

The sun rises and light levels increase. The temperature also increases. In the evening the sun sets, temperatures and light levels fall. 

Seasonal changes

Some areas of the world do not have seasonal changes (eg tropical regions). Most places have a cold winter and a warm summer. Plants and animals must adapt to the cold weather – they might become dormant, grow thicker fur or migrate to warmer places.

Food Chains

Energy for life comes from the Sun. Plants use sunlight to make food by photosynthesis. Animals cannot make their own food, so they eat plants or other animals.

Green plants that build their own food are called producers.

Animals that eat plants or other animals are called consumers.

A primary consumer eats green plants. It is also called a herbivore.

A secondary consumer eats the herbivores.

Drawing a food chain

Start with the plant.

Next draw the thing that eats the plant.

Draw the animal that eats the plant-eater.

Draw an arrow pointing at the eater.
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Energy through a food chain.

Only a little of the Sun’s energy is used by the plant. 

It might take 100kg of grass to feed each 10kg of rabbit, which feeds 1kg of fox.

Most of the energy from food is lost in just keeping the animal alive or passes through as undigested food.

Pyramid of numbers

If you count the number of organisms at each stage, you can draw a pyramid of numbers.


Food Webs

A food web is just a lot of food chains linked together.

It is a better way to show the feeding relationships in a habitat.

Toxic Materials and Food Chains.

Poisonous substances that kill pests are called pesticides.

If a bird eats the poisoned insects, it will also take in poison.

If a hawk eats hundreds of birds, it will also take in poison.

The amount of poison in the body of the animal increases as you go up the food chain. The hawk has the most poison in its body.
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